Mark Harris

or years, hidden GPS tracking

devices have been used to deter

and to catch car thieves. Now, a

type of sat nav system has been

developed to control far more

dangerous individuals: your
own children.

Teenage drivers are twice as likely to
cause accidents as other motorists, and
10 times more likely to be killed or seri-
ously injured than people in their for-
ties. In an effort to reduce these figures,
Blackline GPS, a Canadian electronics
company, has created a digital “nanny”
that watches over young drivers, log-
ging every time they break the speed
limit or borrow the car for an unauthor-
ised midnight joyride.

The Escort Entourage CIS is about
the size of a mobile phone. It fits under
the bonnet of any car and, by employ-
ing sat nav technology, constantly
tracks the vehicle’s position and reports
back to Blackline’s secure servers.
Drivers are identified by a personalised

electronic key fob, and if any-
one drives the car without
a fob, text and email
alerts to the owner are
triggered.

The same security fobs
allow Blackline to build up a picture
of an individual driver’s road
habits. Every week, the
system generates a
school-style  report
card that details how
many miles every-
one drove, their
average speed
and how of-
ten they ex-
ceeded speed
limits. Young drivers are given a rating
of A to F. Parents can even set up digital
curfews — during school hours, say, or
late at night — to see how obedient
their children are being when they
thought that no one was looking.

“When you're a teenager, you gener-

The Escort Entourage CIS, fitted under
the bonnet, and its personalised key fob

ally won’t do something wrong if you're
going to get caught for it,” says Clark
Swanson, chief executive officer of
Blackline GPS. “The report card system
actually builds the trust relationship
between parents and kids. Parents don’t
have to worry about every trip and

teenagers can gradually work towards
getting better driving grades.”

Nervous parents can increase sur-
veillance by downloading Blackline’s
free BlipPlus app for the BlackBerry
smartphone (available soon for the
Apple iPhone). Instead of waiting for

the weekly report, at the touch of a but-
ton BlipPlus can bring up a Google Maps
screen with the position — and the
speed — of your car marked by a flash-
ing dot, just like tracking devices in
Hollywood films. The app will warn
you if the car leaves a preset perimeter,

or breaks one of your child’s curfew
times or a pre-determined speed limit.
The Escort Entourage CIS is on sale
now in North America for about £250,
plus a monthly fee from £9 for the
tracking services, and will be launched
in Britain later this year. In America,
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some insurance companies offer dis-
counts for vehicles with a Blackline GPS
device installed.

One word of caution, though. Data
captured by the Escort Entourage CIS
will probably be admissible in court. In
California, authorities tracking a car-
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theft ring using Blackline products
arrested a man for murder after the de-
vice placed him at the scene of the
crime, at the time of the killing. If your
teenager is getting straight Fs from the
GPS nanny, you might want to take
away the car keys before the police do it.

Mark Bourdillon

SPIES IN THE CAB

Slow down, watch your mirrors
— here’s more high-tech kit that
controls the way you drive

Alcohol interlocks In the US,
many convicted drink-drivers are
given the option of paying for an
alcohol-sensing device to be
installed in their car, rather than
a permanent driving ban. The
driver has to pass a breath test
before the car will start and at
random intervals while driving;
fail the latter and the car’s lights
will flash and its hooter sound.

Pedestrian detection Next
year's Volvo S60 will come with
front-facing radar and cameras.
If the radar detects a possible
impact, or even that a person is
about to step off the pavement, a
computer chip analyses the
video feed, identifies a human
and slams on the brakes.

Live Vehicle GPS Tracker If
you want to be sure that your
teenager isn't “borrowing” the
family car, this £339.99 tracker
(plus monthly £15 fee) lets you
watch your car live in street-
level detail on PC mapping
software. The rechargeable
battery will last three weeks, or
you can wire the tracker into
your car's power supply.
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uzuki Alto

Discover your independence with the Suzuki Alto. It may be small, but its cute styling gives it a
huge personality. Easy to drive, easy to get in and out of and easy to park, it's economical and low
in emissions too. So whether you're going shopping, going to work or heading off to the gym,
its 5 doors and stylish body mean you'll always get from A to B in style.
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Everything about it is designed to give you peace of mind.
(That includes the monthly payment.)

Visit mercedes-benz.co.uk/offers

The A160 BlueEFFICIENCY Classic SE 5-Door with Metallic Paint

Monthly payment* £199 Retailer deposit contribution** £409.09 On the road price £15,835  Total amount payable by the customer*  £16,563
Customer deposit £2,499 Optional purchase payment® £6,625 Total charge for credit £1,137.09  Total amount payable* £16,972.09
Number of payments 36 Acceptance fee £180 Amount of credit £12,926.91 Purchase activation fee’ £95

The Suzuki Alto from £7,655 For more information call 0845 850 8800 or visit www.suzuki.co.uk cas cost £0.035 per minute from BT landlines. Calls from non-BT phone lines will vary.

*For vehicles fitted with manual transmission. Finance is subject to availability for Alto vehicles privately registered between 1st January 2010 and 31st March 2010 from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Credit

35 monthly payments of £95
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'Suivfk'.'%bé‘ifi”5&?‘32??&2‘33 feserves l:\hlirrls;hbtjetgl\}v?taﬁguvi tl)nrd:nr?:n‘t(;etshlrzagffbeer 'ﬁ.‘iﬁl!if nTuhtiecemSl Er?syTv:?r:IInSgDaT\{laebloeffoe?elsma?/:IZSIeetr;hceulsiztmme(r): twhll{h?nayt?: TJtKF(DerxcL:Et?:;aélt?a[;lizfis\c::(}:c;ny; Lllsrlleozz;‘r\:::)m?j;uné First repayment of £125 | Final repayment £3,015 Standard features available across range include: ESP® Hill Start Assist and Anti-lock braking system (ABS) with Brake Assist (BAS). TyplCal 3.9 0

Finance, part of Black Horse Group, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. All prices and specifications are correct at time of going to press. Deposit 25% £1,879.70 Alto SZ2 on the road price £7,655

Model shown is the SZ2 available at £7,655 on the road (metallic paint available at £370). Amount of credit _ £5,775.30 | Total amount payable £8,344.70 Official government fuel consumption figures in MPG (Litres per 100km) for the A-Class Range: Urban 31.4 (9.0) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 47.1 (6.0) - 74.3 (3.8), Combined 39.8 (7.1) - 64.2 (4.4) CO,

Alto range official fuel consumption figures in mpg (L/200km): urban from 42.1 (6.7) to 51.4 (5.5), extra urban from 62.8 (4.5) to 74.3 (3.8), combined from 54.3 (5.2) to 64.2 (4.4).
Official C0, emissions from 103g/km to 122g/km.

Emissions:169-11 6g/ KM. Model shown is a Mercedes-Benz A160 BlueEFFICIENCY Classic SE 5-Door with optional metallic paint at £350.00 and optional fixed panoramic glass roof at £440.00. Total Price: £16,275.00 (price includes VAT, delivery, maximum Road Fund Licence, number plates, new
vehicle registration fee and fuel).*Based on a Mercedes-Benz A160 BlueEFFICIENCY Classic SE 5-Door with metallic paint on a Mercedes-Benz Agility agreement.**The £409.09 Retailer contribution is only available with this A160 BlueEFFICIENCY Classic SE 5-Door Finance offer.tPayable if you exercise the option
to purchase the car. TIncludes optional purchase payment and purchase activation fee. Credit provided subject to status. Examples based on 10,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges may apply. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. This finance campaign is available on all A-Class models
registered between 1st January and 31st March 2010. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other published offer from the Retailer. Terms and conditions apply. Prices correct at time of going to print. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, MK7 8ND.

5.2% APR typical




